From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Mar 10 23:24:50 1995 
Date: Fri, 10 Mar 1995 07:37:43 -0600 

Message-Id: <AANH5010d2@aibes.ksu.ras.ru> 

From: "Alexandr I. Bespalchik" <aibes@ksu.ras.ru> 
Subject: <didn't bother with a subject> 


subscribe 
help 
index 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Mar 10 09:53:55 1995 
Date: Fri, 10 Mar 1995 06:34:50 -0600 

Message-Id: <950310072922_45153591@aol.com> 

From: JosephWP@aol.com 

Subject: A real boatanchor 


Pulled this off of GEnie today. Though it might interest some of you who want 
to go for ‘really high power.' <g> 


Category 20, Topic 6 
Message 6 Thu Mar 09, 1995 
L.MANN [Larry N4UGN] at 18:18 EST 


FOR SALE: 10,000 watt AM transmitter. 


Continental 316-F tuned to 1080 kHZ. 

New plate transformer installed about one month ago. 
Spare tube. 

Two sets of books. 


This was working when it was removed on 3/6/95. We bought a new transmitter 
and need to get this out of the way. 


Also a few MCI reel to reel decks. These can be repaired but would be good 
for parts. None have major problems. 


If you want more information please E-Mail me. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Mar 10 21:45:44 1995 
Date: Fri, 10 Mar 1995 18:48:59 -0600 

Message-Id: <Pine.3.89.9503101227 .B3575-0100000@indy1> 
From: "Roberta J. Barmore" <rbarmore@indynet.indy.net> 


Subject: Re: A real boatanchor 


On Fri, 10 Mar 1995 JosephWP@aol.com wrote: 


> 


> 
> 


Pulled this off of GEnie today.: 

[details of Really Large Transmitter omitted] 
Also a few MCI reel to reel decks. These can be repaired but would be good 
for parts. None have major problems. 


I know this was forwarded for laughs, but the "MCI" decks given 


throw-away mention are probably xveryx nice machines. The JH-110 was the 
commonest one prior to the company being snapped-up by Sony, and is 
xstillx one of the finest conventional reel-to-reels around. Yes, it's 
silicon (and quite a lot of it); the design is 15+ years old but was 
state-of-the-art at the time. They're rackmountable and would be xsuperx* 
"logging" recorders for the SWLs and AMers. 


They xarex fairly complex, but the manual is good--the transport isn't 


too hard if you're comfortable with PLL/servo control of DC motors. 


Think of them as xextremelyx supercharged Ampex 350s, with all the 


mechanical problems fixed. 


In good shape, they'll give digital tape a run for the money, at 


least for the first few generations. 


73, 
--Bobbi 
(Who kept a half-dozen MCIs running for several years). 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Mar 10 21:51:33 1995 
Date: Fri, 10 Mar 1995 18:37:23 -0600 

Message-Id: <9503101544.AA24257@wrdis01.robins.af.mil> 
From: lakeith@wrdis01.robins.af.mil (Larry Keith ) 
Subject: Re: A real boatanchor 


In your message of 10 Mar 1995 at 0759 EST, you write: 


> 
> 
> 


Vv 


VV VV VV VV WV 


Pulled this off of GEnie today. Though it might interest some of you who want 
to go for ‘really high power.' <g> 


Category 20, Topic 6 
Message 6 Thu Mar 09, 1995 
L.MANN [Larry N4UGN] at 18:18 EST 


FOR SALE: 10,000 watt AM transmitter. 
Continental 316-F tuned to 1080 kHZ. 


New plate transformer installed about one month ago. 
Spare tube. 


> Two sets of books. 
> 
N4UGN is in Miami, FL, for those folks who are interested... 


73, 
Larry, KQ4BY 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Mar 10 21:58:56 1995 
Date: Fri, 10 Mar 1995 18:48:59 -0600 

Message-Id: <Pine.3.89.9503101227 .B3575-0100000@indy1> 
From: "Roberta J. Barmore" <rbarmore@indynet.indy.net> 
Subject: Re: A real boatanchor 


On Fri, 10 Mar 1995 JosephWP@aol.com wrote: 
> Pulled this off of GEnie today.: 
[details of Really Large Transmitter omitted] 
> Also a few MCI reel to reel decks. These can be repaired but would be good 
> for parts. None have major problems. 


I know this was forwarded for laughs, but the "MCI" decks given 
throw-away mention are probably xveryx nice machines. The JH-110 was the 
commonest one prior to the company being snapped-up by Sony, and is 
xstillx one of the finest conventional reel-to-reels around. Yes, it's 
silicon (and quite a lot of it); the design is 15+ years old but was 
state-of-the-art at the time. They're rackmountable and would be xsuperx* 
"logging" recorders for the SWLs and AMers. 

They xarex fairly complex, but the manual is good--the transport isn't 
too hard if you're comfortable with PLL/servo control of DC motors. 

Think of them as xextremelyx supercharged Ampex 350s, with all the 
mechanical problems fixed. 

In good shape, they'll give digital tape a run for the money, at 
least for the first few generations. 


73, 
- -Bobbi 
(Who kept a half-dozen MCIs running for several years). 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Mar 11 02:14:10 1995 

Date: Fri, 10 Mar 1995 23:35:13 -0600 

Message-Id: <9503102318.aa26897@jackatak.theporch. com> 

From: List Admin/Owner BoatAnchor Mail List <listown@jackatak.theporch.com> 
Subject: BOATANCHORS Files now available 


Hey Gang- 


Some good news (I think... ;%) 


I have added a few more files to the archive list, available here in 
the Heavy Metal Kingdom, and there will be more... 


TRhe list proc maintains these files in compressed and split form, but 
I believe, based upon tests, that they are retrieved in a single email 
file with a single command (for each file...) 


To retrieve the files, simply send an email to: 
listproc@theporch.com 


and, in the body of the message (not the subject...that is IGNORED) 
get boatanchors <file name> 


Where you (obviously?) substitute the name of the file you wish to 
retrieve for <file name> 


You may retrieve more than one file in a single message, although 
listproc will send them in seperate messages... 


Archive: boatanchors (path: boatanchors) -- Files: 

faq (1 part, 37513 bytes) -- Boatanchors FAQ 

millist.txt (2 parts, 65516, 9266 bytes) -- latest revision of the 
Military Equipment List 

welcome (1 part, 4992 bytes) -- the welcome message for the list 

boneyard.bb5 (1 part, 7560 bytes) -- the "bluebook" version 5 

boneyard.bb7 (1 part, 19246 bytes) -- bluebook v7 

nmo.pt1 (1 part, 32355 bytes) -- parts 1,2,3,4,5 of the fine 
business stories of NH6IL's adventures at NMO 

nmo.pt2 (1 part, 6275 bytes) -- part 6 of the NMO saga...SOS a must 
read! 

nmo.pt3 (1 part, 7590 bytes) -- part 7 ( a typical shift) 

swapdate.001 (1 part, 3680 bytes) -- first cut at swapfest dates 
mostly west coast for now, but will expand as data is 
made available... 


More files will arrive any time... 


send an email to listproc@theporch.com 
with 


index 
in the message body.... and you can have an updated list of files. 


73 DE Middle Tennessee -- 12 miles due South of Nashville! 


Jack, W4PPT/Mobile (75M SSB 2-letter WAS #1657/#1789 -- both all mobile! ;4) 
- - - BoatAnchor Mailing List Owner - - - 
listown@jackatak.theporch.com-"Plus ca change, plus c'est la meme chose" 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Mar 10 23:23:11 1995 
Date: Fri, 10 Mar 1995 09:09:07 -0600 

Message-Id: <v02110105ab860b70d158@[140. 243 .30.128]> 
From: steve@hi.com (Steve Byan) 

Subject: Re: Diversity Reception 


Hi Mr. T., 


> The diversity device you were alluding to is an audio coupler. Essentially, 
>the outputs of both receivers are fed to it, along with AGC voltage samples. 
>The gadget essentially looks for the biggest signal between the two (as indi- 
>cated by largest AGC voltage), and feeds the corresponding audio signal to the 
>output. 


Any idea what the military designation was for this beast? Anyone know 
where I can find one? 


> I wish I had the space for diversity Beverages! 


On 60 meters, it doesn't take quite so much space. A one to two wavelength 
Beverage run through the woods gives reasonable results, if you're careful 
with the feedline shielding and grounding. I'm going after African SWBC 
from east coast, so it's not really weak signal work. The QRM from 
utilities can be fierce, though. Seems to me that spatial diversity should 
work even with only 1/2 wavelength spacing or less between the antennas. 


> As it is, I am working 
>with polarization diversity; one receiver tied to a horizontal antenna, and 
>the other tied to a vertical. 


I'd like to try polarization diversity, too. I think they can amount to the 
same thing if the fading is due to Faraday rotation; a spatial separation 
results in a slightly different path length, which results in a different 
amount of polarization rotation. 


Regards, 

-Steve 

Steve Byan internet: steve@hi.com 
Hitachi Computer Products (America), Inc. 

1601 Trapelo Road phone: (617) 890-0444 


Waltham, MA 02154 FAX: (617) 890-4998 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Mar 10 23:05:52 1995 
Date: Fri, 10 Mar 1995 07:45:20 -0600 

Message-Id: <9503101343 .AA22407@kali> 

From: Andy Wallace <wallace@mc.com> 

Subject: Drake R-4C mods -- who?! 


Someone on the List offered to send me copies of Drake/Sherwood/Satori 
mods for the R-4C. I have apparently lost the message, or else we've 
both forgotten each other. Would the person who offered please reply? 
I'd like to see the mods. And don't everyone offer; just the kind soul 
who originally wrote to me! <grin> 


Thanks, and pardon the bandwidth! 
--Andy 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Mar 11 00:17:22 1995 
Date: Fri, 10 Mar 1995 21:20:34 -0600 

Message-Id: <199503110319.VAAQ6639Q@quake. xnet.com> 
From: mshaum@xnet.com (Mark Shaum) 

Subject: Friday night CWIST get-together 


I haven't seen much in the way of posts from Bob about the late-friday CW 
get together on 80 and 160, so I thought I'd summarize a tad. 


Bob runs a (very) informal net that meets on 3702 at 0500Z and again on 1802 
at 0600Z. The idea is to get on with your favorite boatanchor and a 
straight-key side iron, and yak with a few other BA users. In my case, it's 
difficult to stay up late on Fridays after my usual 60-plus hour work week, 
but I'll be in there trying tonight. 


It is suggested that other BA cw folk attempt to use the above frequencies 
on the hour point at and around the suggested times. I.E., try at 0400Z, 
Q300Z, etc. The general call to look for is CQ CWIST CQ CWIST DE YOURCALL 
to know that you are listening to another BA addict. I'11l be in there with 
my little 6V6 tonight on 3702 at 0400 and 0500, cranked waaay up to 10 watts 
out. When I've made the Friday night nets in the past there have been from 
three to ten check ins, so dust of that straight key and give a call anda 
listen! 


Also, Saturday morning at either 1400 or 1500Z the AM swap net meets on 
3885. I will be firing up my T-150A for that tomorrow morning if it's done 
with the rewiring, else you will have to listen for my Ranger. This net 
seems largely midwestern in nature, but I hear easterners and Canadians 
frequently. 


73! - Mark, NE9G 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Mar 10 23:22:23 1995 
Date: Fri, 10 Mar 1995 08:53:17 -0600 

Message-Id: <9503101459.AA14109@sumter.awod.com> 

From: wb4ijn@awod.com (Steve Thomason) 

Subject: FS: Hickok 6000A 


I have a Hickok 6000A tube tester for sale. Best offer. 


Excellent cosmetic condition in the red vinyl case. Complete roll chart, 
no manual. Manual available from Infotronix for $10. 


email or call 803-871-7749. 
73, Steve, WB4IIN 


Internet: wb4ijn@awod.com 
Packet: WB4IJN@N4CIIL 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Mar 10 22:25:26 1995 
Date: Fri, 10 Mar 1995 18:54:48 -0600 

Message-Id: <9503101945 .AA20198@london.oh.tekelec.com> 
From: lstolz@tekelec.com (Lynn Stolz) 

Subject: Hallicrafters SX-100 Questions 


I have a few questions about how I can determine the vintage of my 
SX-100 receiver. 


I have an SX-100. I am not sure if it is a plain SX-100, or a Mark 1A. 

The typical marking on the back of the receiver does not exist. I have 

a copy of the Mark 1A manual, andthe part numbers for the 50.5Kc IF cans 
in the receiver match the numbers in the manual. 


A fellow I was talking to some time ago mentioned that depending on 
the receiver, the part numbers for the 50 Kc IF cans were different 
for each generation of receiver. Is that true? 


He also said that as far as he could recall, the Mark 2 manual listed 
the different part numbers for each version, depending on whether 

the receiver had a 50, 50.5 or 50.75 Kc IF. Is this correct? 

Could someone provide the part numbers for them if they are different? 


I wonder if anyone knows of any other minor circuit or component 
differences that would distinguish the different receivers? 


73. - Lynn Stolz N8AJ 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Mar 10 23:10:16 1995 
Date: Fri, 10 Mar 1995 07:34:29 -0600 

Message-Id: <9503101332.AA22376@kali> 

From: Andy Wallace <wallace@mc.com> 

Subject: Heath xtal set / AM Swap Net 


Hey, does anyone on the List have a little Heath crystal set for 
sale? I think they only made the one... Black plastic case and 

a blue cover. CR-1 I think was the model. If not for sale, maybe 
you could describe how well/poorly yours works. 


And secondly, for those in the Northeast: where has the AM Swap Net 
(Thurs 7:30pm 3885) gone? I heard some ham say they moved to 160, but 
even though I have heard more AM 160 activity, I haven't found them. 


--Andy 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Mar 10 21:41:47 1995 
Date: Fri, 10 Mar 1995 18:49:40 -0600 

Message-Id: <9503101731.AA09916@planet8.eag.unisysgsg.com> 
From: sheldon@planet8.eag.unisysgsg.com (Lee Sheldon) 
Subject: Heathkit CR-1 Value?? 


I have a Heathkit CR-1 crystal radio and headphones (the boatanchor of 
crystal sets (-: ) that an individual on the net is interested in 
buying. I don't have the foggiest notion as to its market value. It's 
in excellent condition. Can someone help me here? 


LeeS 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Mar 10 21:41:36 1995 
Date: Fri, 10 Mar 1995 18:50:33 -0600 

Message-Id: <13406@wb6omc.ampr.org> 

From: Terry <aa6tn@wb6omc.ampr.org> 

Subject: HRO50 Drawers in HRO60 


I have a chance to buy HRO 50 drawers #F,G and H. Will they work in my 
HRO 60? Are the drawers exactly the same electricly? thanks Terry 
AA6TN. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Mar 10 23:11:57 1995 

Date: Fri, 10 Mar 1995 20:24:18 -0600 

Message-Id: <9503110222 .AAQ4250@uvs1.orl.mmc.com> 

From: padgett@tccslr.dnet.mmc.com (A. Padgett Peterson, P.E. Information Security) 
Subject: Re: Jag 


Still say the Jag is the best cure for drunk driving possible - anyone too 
drunk to drive will never get it started 8x). 
P.fla 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Mar 10 23:14:54 1995 
Date: Fri, 10 Mar 1995 18:40:40 -0600 

Message-Id: <Pine.3.89.9503100945.A14209-0100000@ozarks> 
From: "C. Frank Gilmore" <fgilmore@ozarks.sgcl.lib.mo.us> 
Subject: Re: Jag 


On Thu, 9 Mar 1995, Bill Robie wrote: 
"Of course tube radios and British sports cars attract the same people. 
If you ever worked on a Lucas electrical system you'd know why." 


I heard that Lucas designed the Brit. refrigerators--and that explains 
the scarcity of cold beer. :-) 


Bill 


VVVV VV VV VV 


Smith instruments are the only new spares I ever saw quietly fall apart 
just sitting in their boxes on the shelf! Still love the Brit cars I 
used to rally with. 


73, de Frank KOJPJ ex-W5PVX ...-.- 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Mar 10 23:25:22 1995 

Date: Fri, 10 Mar 1995 09:11:31 -0600 

Message-Id: <9503101453 .AAQ1531@uvs1.orl.mmc.com> 

From: padgett@tccslr.dnet.mmc.com (A. Padgett Peterson, P.E. Information Security) 
Subject: Re: Jag 


>Of course tube radios and British sports cars attract the same people. If 
>you ever worked on a Lucas electrical system you know why. 


Lucas: 


Prince of Darkness, Father of the Intermittant Wiper. Put the fuses 
on the ground side so the components will protect them. 


Essential equipment in an XK-1xx Jag - small hammer to hit the fuel 
pump when (not if) it doesn't go tick-tick-tick. 


If you lose your keys, to hotwire a '57 Rolls, open the bonnet - 
towards the back there is a fuseholder with two fuses innit. Take 
one and cram it between the two sockets. Get in. Push starter button. 
Drive off. Find keys before needing gas though. 


Best anti-theft device: Land-Rover. Even if you leave the keys innit, 
a thief who does not know will never find the starter button (under 
the driver's seat). 


Well at least all of that was pre-1960 and electrical related 8*). In my 
yout wanted a TR-3. Couldn't afford one. Bought XJ-140MC Jag instead. Soon 
found out why was cheaper. Had nine Jags before I took the cure including 
a Devin-Jag that would smoke the RS-5s and go sideways at 90+. Still have 
the hood key for the '61 I used to beat Covettes in autocrosses and one 
reason why midwest Vette clubs adopted a "Vettes only" rule 8x). Have this 
nervous disorder involving 40 psi at 3000 rpm. 


Warmly, 
Padgett 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Mar 11 01:28:39 1995 


Date: 


Fri, 10 Mar 1995 22:29:10 -0600 


Message-Id: <2F6081A5@sharkgate.sandiegoca.attgis.com> 


From: 


"Kenan, Larry" <llk@sandshark.sandiegoca.ATTGIS.COM> 


Subject: Re: Jag 


> Of course tube radios and British sports cars attract the same people. 


> you ever worked on a Lucas electrical system you know why. 
How lucky the world has been that Lucas, The Prince of Darkness, didn't 


build radios 
or WW2 radars. 


Larry Kenan 


If 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Mar 11 01:52:24 1995 
Date: Fri, 10 Mar 1995 22:35:00 -0600 

Message-Id: <8482@sat.ampr.org> 

From: kidsl@sat.n5lyt.ampr.org (Rick_Blank) 

Subject: Re: Jag 


In message <9503100011.AA11289@red-eft.la.ca.us> driver8@red-eft.la.ca.us writes: 
> 

> >XK140C [or was it a CM] 

> 

> O£ course tube radios and British sports cars attract the same people. If 

> you ever worked on a Lucas electrical system you know why. 

> 

> Hugh 

> 

> 


Yep, I had MG's, Healeys, and Triumph cars and bikes, and learned to love 
Joseph Lucas, "The Father of Darkness"....never really did get the taste 
for warm beer, guess I would have needed a Lucas Refrigerator for that? 


Rick Blank, KI5SL 
ki5sl@sat.ampr.org 

2223 Blanco Road 

San Antonio, Texas 78212 
end 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Mar 10 22:40:12 1995 

Date: Fri, 10 Mar 1995 19:34:31 -0600 

Message-Id: <Pine.3.89.9503101738 .M11358-0100000@atlas.ce.washington.edu> 
From: "David W. Barts" <davidb@ce.washington.edu> 

Subject: Re: Master Mobile matching device (fwd) 


On Thu, 9 Mar 1995 johnb@thelair.zynet.com wrote: 


I've described this place, but its been a couple of years. Its 
called Electronic Surplus, and is located on Central Avenue (Old Rt 66) 
in east Albugerque. Its a family run place, and the owner, Dave, is also 
a great guy to talk with about performance cars (he has 35 project cars 
on his property, so he's a packratus emeritus) 


Albuquerque is/was home to Kirtland Air Force Base (now closing... 
a loss of 7,000 direct jobs) and Sandia Labs of the DOE. They generate a LOT 
of salvage, that is available at quite reasonable prices. Dave gets a lot 


> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> of stuff from them, but seems to be a magnet for surplus of all types. He's 


> been in operation for at least 10-12 years, and its a BA goldmine. 


Ever been to the salvage sales yard at Los Alamos? That was my 
favorite place to go on Thursday afternoons after school let out 
(open 12 - 1 daily, 12 - 4:30pm Thursdays). Later on in high 
school, sometimes a bunch of us would drive over there during lunch 
hour. 


That was in the old days when it was Zia Salvage, run by the Zia 
Company. Zia eventually lost its contract and it became PanAm 
Salvage (yes, a division of the now-defunct airline). The daily 
hours went away (only open on Thursdays), they started actually 
xenforcingx the "Do not run or push" rule, and instituted several 
other fascistic new rules. About that time I went away to college 
and didn't have many chances to go there anyhow. 


Managed to fill up my bedroom closet with jun-- er VALUABLE 
SPARE PARTS acquired there. Still have some of it, but most ended 
up being a victim of a garage sale when my parents moved. 


Is the place still around? 


David Barts N5JRN UW Civil Engineering, FX-10 
davidb@ce.washington.edu Seattle, WA 98195 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Mar 10 22:03:47 1995 
Date: Fri, 10 Mar 1995 18:52:55 -0600 

Message-Id: <9503101538.AA11218@netman> 

From: Grant Youngman <gyoungma@gtetel.com> 

Subject: Millen Parts Availability 


A few days ago I posted a "want" for Millen 37001 connectors. I have since 
discovered that Millen is STILL IN BUSINESS as Unadilla/Millen. 


If you didn't already know this -- maybe I was the only one who didn't :-) 
-- their phone number is 508/975-2711. 


They appear to still have a GOOD selection of most Millen parts, and will 
take credit card orders over the phone. 


73 .. Grant/NQ5T 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Mar 10 23:22:37 1995 
Date: Fri, 10 Mar 1995 08:43:16 -0600 


Message-Id: <199503101427 .AA10652@cmack.b11.ingr.com> 
From: dlkerl@cmack.b11.ingr.com (Dan Kerl) 
Subject: RE: Push both buttons to destroy 


> All this talk about destroying IFF units makes me think of the movie 
> DR. STRANGELOVE. Remember the scene where what's-his-name was reading 
PAV AVAVAVAVAVATATATATATATATATAS 


Slim Pickens (RIP) 


> from the manual and setting the IFF unit in the cockpit? That looked pretty 
> nifty... 


Dan Kerl 
dlkerl@ingr.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Mar 10 23:25:01 1995 
Date: Fri, 10 Mar 1995 07:52:50 -0600 

Message-Id: <2F60846C@pcgateway.netrix.com> 

From: cgould <cgould@netrix.com> 

Subject: Re: Push both buttons to destroy 


This is really a neat anthology here Barry, 


I would like to put another 2.5 cents worth in on this subject, I think is 
neat of what we can all learn in this forum, BA's seem to have a wealth of 
historical knowledge. 


I disagree that high explosives were rarely used. 


I worked on aircraft in the navy during the Vietnam War, some equipment was 
very sensitive but 

necessary, such as DECEPTION REPEATERS and other ECM devices. It was not 
unusual to 

see 1/4 oz nitro devices on this equipment, that self destruct 25 seconds 
after ejection 

if the plane didn't blow up by then. These devices look like a 2N3055 TO-3 
type transistor and 

used 28vdc to detonate. They were also use to fire chaff and flares out the 
side of the aircraft 

to evade SAMs and other anti-aircraft weapons. They were often used in the 
KY-!!!  IFF system for self destruct, but the self destruct was often 
disconnected because it was very unreliable. The more advanced IFF's , were 
considered very sensitive and when I worked on them were considered to be a 
piece of KRYPTO gear. I once played with one of the destruct modules and it 
was the equivilant of several m-80's firecrackers. It was something you 
didn't want to install by mistake in your buddy's stereo amplifier hihi. 


Thermite will destroy operation but it doesn't always destroy the circuitry. 
In sensitive devices some times the objective is to destroy the technology 
so the enemy can't reverse engineer it. In some cases, C4 or other high 
explosives were used to disintegrate the whole aircraft. For example, a 
popular case was Powers U-2 flight where the self destruct didn't work and 
he didn't hit or was unable to hit the manual destruct before he bailed out. 
They had several pounds of TNT on that flight I am told. 

>From: boatanchors 

To: Multiple recipients of list 

Subject: Re: Push both buttons to destroy 

Date: Thursday, March 09, 1995 1:49PM 


Bill Hawkins really stirred up some interest here on destruct mechanisms 
for old military radios. I'd like to add another comment or two before 
we get politely reminded to go back to hollow state discussions. 


One of my other hobbies besides radios and test equipment (that I no 
longer homebrew in) is pyrotechnics. In my collection of books on 
pyrotechnics, I found several references to destruct mechanisms for 
military equipment. The most detailed descriptions are given in the Army 
Materiel Command's: "Engineering Design Handbooks, Military Pyrotechnics 
Series". A more recent description is given in Karl Bauer's "Industrial 
Pyrotechnics." 


High explosives are rarely used for equipment destruction because of the 
danger to the operator from accidental detonation. When high explosives 
are used for self-destruction, conventional demolition charges are 
generally used. 


The purposes of self-destruction may be several. The first is to prevent 
the equipment from being used by the enemy. A second is to prevent 
secret information from being disclosed such as codes, spreading 
sequencies, frequencies, etc. Finally, equipment might have to be 
destroyed to keep from revealing new technology. Each of these purposes 
necessitates a different level of destruction. 


Preventing the enemy from using the equipment requires only that it be 
disabled enough that it is not worth the trouble to restore it to operation. 
Cutting wires, smashing components, dousing with gasoline and igniting, 

or even shooting the radio is probably adequate. [With today's rice 

boxes, simply remove the memory backup battery or the PROM. ] 


Keeping secret information from the enemy implies a more thorough 
destruction. Keeping from revealing new technology probably requires the 
most thorough destruction. We were awful lucky in WWII to get an Enigma. 


Thermite, a mixture of aluminum and iron oxide powders, is generally used 
for these more thorough destruct devices. The aluminum burns using the 
iron oxide as the oxidant producing white hot molten iron in the process. 
Thermite grenades are often used for equipment destruction and a number of 
unique thermite containing devices have been produced for special 
purposes. For example, the AMC book shows a thermite device for 
destroying safes. It literally burns through the wall of the safe and 
destroys the contents. For filing cabinets and large stacks of paper 
(like those useless 1970 and later issues of CQ), the AMC book showed 
plastic covered blocks of sodium nitrate to be inserted every few inches 
in a stack of files (or after every picture of Wayne Green). The nitrate 
provides additional oxygen for burning and insures a vigorous and 
extremely hot fire. 


The most recent material for the self-destruction of electronic equipment 
is a material called Pyrofuze. This is made from wires of aluminum drawn 
over inner wires of palladium (very expensive stuff but when has the 
military ever cared?). When heated above a critical "ignition" 
temperature, the aluminum and palladium alloy exothermally. A temperature 
of over 2000 C (if I remember correctly) is reached. The alloying 
reaction occurs without the release of any gas so the Pyrofuze may be used 
within sealed equipment without an explosion hazard. Special high 
reliability devices are made for destroying individual computer chips 
using Pyrofuze. 


I would hope all traces of self-destruct mechanisms are removed from 
military equipment before it is surplused. Thermite and other 
incendiaries are quite dangerous to mess with, so if you are unsure - ask 
someone who knows. 

73, Barry WA4VZQ oxrnitz@emn.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Mar 10 22:03:09 1995 
Date: Fri, 10 Mar 1995 18:39:44 -0600 

Message-Id: <199503101639.IAA11834@desiree.teleport.com> 
From: ross@hypertools.com (David Ross) 

Subject: Push both buttons to destroy a fine BOATANCHOR... 


> 
> I seem to recall that the WWII IFF (Identification Friend Foe) set BC-645 (if 
> I recall correctly) had self destruct built in. I believe that it was a 
> thermite bomb which destroyed the set with its intense heat. 
> 

The BC-645 (ABA) had ten small thermite charges, called ‘destructors', all 
paralleled and all coming out to a large red wire, separate from the power 
connector. The nasty part was that some the chassis pieces were fabricated 
of magnesium! That large wire was hooked to either a switch near the pilot, 
or an accelerometer wired such that the destructors ignited if the plane 
crashed (they must have had a xlot* of faith in that accelerometer) . 


The manual says that when aligning the set, inert placeholders were to be 
installed in place of the destructors, since their presence or absence would 
affect tuning. 


> 
>(I can't imagine why anyone would want to power one up, these days.) 
> 

By the way, folks... If anyone does have any BC-645 or ABA parts, please 
let me know - I'll give 'em a good home in a working end-to-end setup. 
Looking for control heads, PE-101 dynamotors, coding disc sets, mounts, 
connectors, etc. 


Uh, no, sorry, don't xreallyx need any of your extra thermite charges... 


73 
Dave Ross KAG6EPI ross@hypertools.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Mar 10 21:10:56 1995 
Date: Fri, 10 Mar 1995 18:38:40 -0600 

Message-Id: <F3AH4450.F3AH4501@mail.admin.wisc.edu> 
From: TOM.A.ADAMS@mail.admin.wisc.edu 

Subject: Radio Compass Indicators 


to: boatanchors@theporch.com 
Hello Bobbi, et al. 
Re. the Fair Radio Sales compass indicators: 


I went that route a couple of years ago. The type ID-91 (I believe that's 
the correct number) is a good looking one for wind direction use; lots of cal- 
ibration marks, and works well with a type AY-201 as the transmitter unit. One 
caution tho; this beast has a luminous dial, a possible radiation hazard if 
the glass gets broken. 


These critters want (or were designed for, at least) 26 VAC @ 400 Hz. They 
work OK on 12 - 24 VAC @ 60 Hz if you put a 25 ohm current limiting resistor 
in series with the transformer. 


They are a bit noisy on 60 Hz when they're resting in certain positions, but 
not terribly so. Out of curiosity I tried running them on 400 Hz generated with 
a firebottle audio amp fed by an audio generator (strictly as an experiment! I 


had no intention of tying up that much gear permanently to run a fancy weather 
vane!). Oddly, they were even MORE noisy on 400 Hz; the almost A above middle 
C hum would drive you bonkers in a hurry. The effect was like having a 25 pound 
mosquito in the hamshack. 

Mr. T, K9TA 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Mar 10 22:14:34 1995 
Date: Fri, 10 Mar 1995 18:56:25 -0600 

Message-Id: <F3A14644.F3A14718@mail.admin.wisc.edu> 
From: TOM.A.ADAMS@mail.admin.wisc.edu 

Subject: Re. Jag 


to: boatanchors@theporch.com 
Re. keeping the radios from Jags: 
WHY? 


I never saw a radio from a British built car that was worth the powder to blow 
it to hell. 


My sister had a Rambler Metropolitan (build by some British tractor manufact- 
urer or other), bought new, with the stock AM radio. That radio was REALLY 
something. Audio distortion was livable for the first 10 minutes of operation, 
and went up steadily from there. Never took any readings, but I'd say that 50% 
or more THD was a good guess after an hour's use. 


BTW, that car was a lot like my 12 year old Irish Setter, in that the engine 
had it's own blanket, and had to be tucked in at night if you wanted it to 
start in the morning! 


After a year of this kinda crap, Sis stepped up in the world, sorta... She 
traded it in for a Ford :-( 


Mr. T., KITA 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Mar 10 10:30:08 1995 
Date: Fri, 10 Mar 1995 06:59:00 -0600 

Message-Id: <199503101257 .HAA20723@espresso.eng.umd.edu> 
From: Philip Gwyinne McCoy <dgnova@glue.umd.edu> 
Subject: Regen sets 


>From: clarke@acme.ist.ucf.edu (Thomas Clarke) 
>Subject: Re: Oscillodyne 1934 homebrew rx 


>The simplicity of the regen is very appealing, I may have to 
>try one, battery powered, of course. 


>What types of tubes are best, very old (001A), middle old (37), 
>not so old (6C4), or just a little old (6CW4)? 


>High mu, low mu, or multi-grid preferred? 
>What about the battery filament tubes, 1U4 and the like? 


>Tom Clarke 
>KE4VFH 


I have not looked at the Oscillodyne, but for a typical regen 
receiver, any of the tubes will work. The 01A requires a 
5 volt 1/4 amp DC supply, so avoid it. The 37 76 6C5 635 6C4 will 
all work very nicely in regen sets. I would use a metal tube, such 
as a 6C5 or 635 because the metal shell will act as a shield. Make 
sure you ground pin 1 if you use a metal tube. 
On filement type types, or directly heated tubes, 
you want to run the grid leak resistor, not to ground, but 
to a variable resistor across the filament pins. Connect the ends 
of the variable resistor across the filament pins, and the wiper 
to the grid leak resistor. You adjust the wiper for best sensitivity. 
You must always use a DC supply for the filament supply on 
directly heated tubes. A good filament 
type tube is the 1G4. This tube has an octal base and is 
easy to work with. The filament operates off of a flashlight 
battery. Also on directly heated tubes, you want to get the 
polarity of the filament supply correct. An old tube manual will tell 
you this. On the 1G4, connect the A- to pin 7. Another good 
directly heated tube is the 3A5, which is a WWII surplus tube. 

You may run into something called hand capacity effect. This is 
the change of capacity of the tuning condenser, when your hand 
gets near it. Use a metal shield for the front panel of your set 
and ground it. Also ground the tunning condenser. 

Another problem is shielding. You may wish to use a steel 
chassis, as steel provides better magnetic shielding than 
any other metal. Steel is harder to work with, than a softer 
metal, however. 

Philip McCoy W3SAK 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Mar 10 23:12:15 1995 
Date: Fri, 10 Mar 1995 20:32:34 -0600 

Message-Id: <F3AK3014.F3AK3025@mail.admin.wisc.edu> 
From: TOM.A.ADAMS@mail.admin.wisc.edu 

Subject: SP-600 Diversity Set 


to: boatanchors@theporch.com 


Re. the diversity version: 


It can be identified by two extra knobs below the dial windows, marked, I 
believe, HFO and IFO. 


I remember that I traded the hulk of the one I had to Terry, WB9GVB. Hey, 
Terry, if you've still got that turkey, can you remember what the JX number 
is offhand? I seem to remember "JX28", but I'm not sure anymore. 


About the only other thing I remember about it is that it was an Air Force 
MARS release set, and from the day I got it the AGC didn't work worth a damn; 
after screwing around with it for a couple of years, I got disgusted and 
passed it to Terry, mainly to get the damned thing out of my sight! 


Tom, KITA 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Mar 10 21:45:19 1995 
Date: Fri, 10 Mar 1995 18:51:50 -0600 

Message-Id: <13410@wb6omc.ampr.org> 

From: Terry <aa6tn@wb6omc.ampr.org> 

Subject: SP600IX-36 


Yep I have a SP600JX-36. I have no manual. It looks like any other 
SP600 and it is not the diversity rig. Does anyone know what the hell 
the 36 is (means)? Terry AA6TN 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Mar 10 23:01:12 1995 
Date: Fri, 10 Mar 1995 09:31:55 -0600 

Message-Id: <9503100731.ZM18467@mechcad3.engr.sgi.com> 
From: "Mark Glusker" <glusk@mechcad3.engr.sgi.com> 
Subject: Re: Surplus Haunts, ah yess! 


On Mar 10, 1:42am, paul Veltman wrote: 
> Subject: Re: Surplus Haunts, ah yess! 


Referring to Silicon Valley surplus places, 

> Mike Quinn Electronics . . Haltek, Halted, and Alltronics 

I'd add RA Enterprises on DeLaCruz in San Jose. I've gotten some great 
stuff there (e.g. a General Radio frequency counter for $25) and they sell 
hardware (nuts, bolts, etc) by the pound. 


> Wierd Stuff Warehouse 


It's still there, across from Fry's in Sunnyvale, but it doesn't qualify 
for its name anymore. Unless you think computer stuff is weird. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Mar 11 02:53:54 1995 
Date: Sat, 11 Mar 1995 00:04:42 -0600 

Message-Id: <9503110603 .AA24603@texan.frco.com> 

From: bill@texan.frco.com (William Hawkins) 

Subject: Re: Surplus Haunts, ah yess! 


Well, now, I remember Eli Heffron's salvage yard in Cambridge, Mass. 
Seems to me that recent mail said the yard was still there. We used 
to call him Evil Eli in 1960 (no offense, Eli). He got stuff from the 
Navy Yard in Boston. I bought a VK3 radar repeater from him for $20, 
with the idea that I'd use the parts to build my thesis project. It 
weighed about 200 pounds, and had 145 tubes, 8 of which were 807W's. 

I wound up restoring it, and used an IFF transceiver to display TV 
channel 7 in 30 degree arcs on the rotating display. Ah, wasted 
youth. It's all gone now, except for the drawings I made of the 
circuits. 


BTW, the VK3 had a tag on it saying it was removed from the destroyer 
USS Hawkins. I didn't see it until I got it home. 


Bill Hawkins 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Mar 10 22:29:21 1995 
Date: Fri, 10 Mar 1995 18:43:34 -0600 

Message-Id: <9503101633.AA06581@apollo.eeel.nist.gov> 
From: owen@apollo.eeel.nist.gov (James C. Owen) 
Subject: Westinghouse RA/DA 


Does anyone have a schematic, pictoral etc for a Westinghouse 
Type RA "Receiving Tuner" and a Type DA "Detector Amplifier" and a drawing 
of the interconnections between the two? If anyone knows of any articles about 
these in any publications this would also suffice as I have access to 
many old publications in the library stacks. Thanks Jim K4CGY 


